2Solli Raphael Creating Texts Masterclass

During this pre-recorded lesson students will learn the craft of writing from Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge author ambassador Solli Raphael. 

	Learning Intention
	To develop a distinctive writing voice by drawing on knowledge, experimenting with language features and refining work through deliberate drafting and feedback.


	Success Criteria
	I can:
· recall knowledge from my framework of ideas
· identify a specific purpose for a target audience
· identify and/or use language features to refine writing



Materials Required:  
· Projector and Masterclass video link
· Solli Raphael Masterclass Worksheet, one per student
· Lotus Diagram graphic organizer (A3) one per student
· Optional: examples of strong vs limited knowledge based on your school’s framework of ideas 
· Optional: Printed examples of writing that uses metaphor, repetition and bookending well 

Activity 1: Knowledge base
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1. After Solli explains that a strong knowledge of content distinguishes between robust writing and vague writing, students read two excerpts on the same topic. After identifying the stronger piece, they highlight examples that show knowledge of the topic of homelessness.

	Example showing limited knowledge:
They sit on the streets of our cities and towns. Homeless people deserve to have a place where they belong. It is unfair that people don’t have a home to go to. We need to stand up and fight for people who are homeless. In 2026 no person should be homeless in a rich country like Australia, and yet, many people are. Having a place to live is having a place to belong. Join me in standing up for the most vulnerable in society. Join the fight against homelessness.




Demonstrates knowledge that homelessness comes in different forms
From definition of homelessness provided by ABS
Statistics from 2021 census provided by ABS
Indicates understanding of who is in a position to bring about change

	Example showing stronger knowledge base:
They sit on the streets of our cities and towns, couch surf from friend to friend, or find temporary accommodation when they can. They may have shelter, but not a home. Homeless people deserve to have a place where they belong.
 
I stand here today, within these four walls of the prestigious Melbourne University, knowing that I have safe and adequate housing to return home to. But this privilege is not shared with everyone. Every day, more than 122,000 Australians experience homelessness. For them, being left out is a metaphor as much as it is a physical challenge. They may not have the opportunity to come here and take a stand for action that affects their lives, but we do. We have the privilege to support those experiencing homelessness by signing this petition to Minister for Homelessness, Hon Clare O’Niel. Housing is the helping hand for those waiting on a chance to stand on their own two feet. Having a place to live is having a place to belong.



Suggested adjustment:
· Use examples from your chosen framework of ideas. You can use deidentified past student work or VCAA Examiner’s Report samples.
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2. The next part of the activity requires students to recall knowledge about their Framework of Ideas. Students use the Lotus Diagram to brainstorm the specific details of what they know under the subheadings: 

· Events: historical, current or ongoing events social, political or cultural
· Experiences: personal anecdotes or family stories
· Ideas: thoughts, questions, statistics, themes, opposing views within the framework
· People: significant historical figures, current social, political or cultural figures, friends, family acquaintances, fictional characters, quotes
· Places: describe (using sensory imagery-hear, smell, feel, taste, see)
· Mentor texts: students write the name of the mentor text in the coloured box and then note significant details.

v
	Suggested adjustment:
· Allow students to brainstorm on their own for 5 minutes making notes in one colour pen, then share ideas with a partner (or whole class discussion) to make more notes with a different coloured pen. This supports students to visually see how peer feedback builds their own knowledge.
· If your students are struggling to think of unique ideas for their writing, you might like to complete our Creating Texts Masterclass focused on State Library Victoria’s Rebel Hearts exhibition: https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/form/vces-creating-texts-masterclass
· Solli references doing research using State Library Victoria’s catalogue and databases. If you would like a guide for how to access these free resources, you can view them in our Research Masterclass: https://www.slv.vic.gov.au/form/vces-research-masterclass




Activity 2: Planning purpose and audience
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1. Students will now have a go at planning their piece focusing on the overarching idea, their target audience and the purpose. The overarching idea is to remind them to always connect their piece to the set title and stimulus. You can use a sample title and stimulus relevant to your Framework of Ideas, or you can use the one provided. Students are encouraged to try to change the audience and see how that can change the purpose. For example, if you are addressing young people, how would that change if you instead spoke to their parents, or the local council?
Activity 3: Writer’s Toolkit
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1. v The final activity includes three short activities to identify, annotate and apply the language techniques. The students are then encouraged to try to apply the techniques in their own writing. They might like to rewrite a portion of a practice SAC incorporating the techniques. 
v
	Suggested adjustments:
· As a class, read and discuss longer pieces that incorporate these techniques:
· Metaphors: Watch your words, Starlight, Solli Raphael 
· Repetition: A Journey Worth Travelling, Starlight, Solli Raphael
· Bookending: The getting of nan’s wisdom, Tony Wright, The Age, 3 April 2010
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Thank you for joining us! We would love your feedback: 


[bookmark: bookending][image: ][image: ]

[image: ] Wright, T 2010, ‘The getting of nan’s wisdom’, The Age, 3 April, p.16. 
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Raphael, S 2025, Starlight, Penguin Books, Australia, pp. 83-86. 
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Raphael, S 2025, Starlight, Penguin Books, Australia, pp. 108-109. 
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THE WRIGHT WORDS TONY WRIGHT

The getting of
nan’s wisdom

Victoria’s “ridiculous road” rules have likely helped
reduce the death toll by 80 per cent in 40 years.
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LAST Sunday, an elderly couple sat In a
cemetery with a view across the sea

outside a Victorian country city and
mourned thelr son.

He died 33 years ago at the age of 21. To
his parents he will always be 21, a boy with
charm and music and promise fairly spill-
ing from him. His death lies like a stone in
the heart of the family he left behind.

He would be 54 now, a father himself
most likely. No one will ever know what he
might have given his community and his
country. In 1977, the boy was one of 954
people who died on Victoria’s roads.
That's right: 954.

Last Sunday, as his parents, broken-
hearted for all those years, grieved for
their boy on the anniversary of his death,
the racing car driver Mark Webber
climbed out of his formula one car and
launched into an assault on Victoria’s
tough road rules.

“Ridiculous road” laws were creating a
nanny state and driving in Australia
“pisses me off”, he foamed.

Judging from comments on websites
and on talkback radio, Webber had plenty
of supporters, even if — and perhaps
because — police, road safety experts and
politicians were infuriated by his inter-
vention.

Your correspondent, it happens, is
generally no fan of what have become
known as nanny states, either. Govern-
ment agencies sticking their noses into
our personal affairs and telling us how to
live and behave without appreciable
benefit to anyone except the self-
satisfaction of other busybodies is an
increasingly annoying fact of modern
existence.

But are rules that require drivers to stay
sober, stick to prescribed speed limits and
curb their to indulge in dang us
behaviourumlgﬁy the mark of a nang:;“
state?

All those road signs warning speedsters
they are about to be nabbed, all those
booze buses, the cameras lurking on road-
sides, the police cars, marked and
unmarked, the endless TAC campaigns,
the car crushers awaiting testosterone-
charged fools. . .

‘Well, of course nanny state officialdom
is at work in Victoria if you are to judge
these measures merely by their intrusive
nature. Here are government agencies
leaping out and telling you what to do at

every turn and warning of serious penal-
ties if you take no notice. But even if these
measures are judged to be officious and
annoying, is there an argument that they
are a worthy intrusion, with real benefits
to acivilised society?

There are reliable ways to measure the
matter. It requires nothing more than a
glance at the historical figures of deaths
on Victorian roads and a comparison with
the most recent road toll.

‘Today, we might gasp in horror at the
1977 statistic: 954 seems an unthinkable
number of lives wasted. It wasn't even the
high-water mark of the carnage. For that,
we must visit 1970, when no fewer than
1061 people died on Victoria's roads; more
than twice the number of Australians
killed in all the years of the Vietnam War.

Last year, however, 209 lives were lost
inroad accidents in Victoria— one fifth

the figure of 40 years ago.

1n 1977, the boy was one of
954 people who died on
Victoria’s roads. ¥

During those 40 years, of course, the
number of vehicles on the state’s roads
increased dramatically. A motorist from
the 1970s would be mightily confronted
by today’s crammed highways and
byways. Thus, the latest statistic is all the
‘more astonishing.

‘We need a further statistical jolt to
grasp just how astonishing. According to
the Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport
and Regional Economics, the death toll on
Victoria’s roads in 1970 was about 30 for
every 100,000 people in the state. By 2008
this had dropped to 5.72 for every 100,000.

‘That makes Victorian roads among the
safest in the world, and constitutes one of
the most dramatic declines in road fatali-
ties in any state or country.

Motor vehicles are certainly much
safer than those of 40 years ago. Seatbelts
‘were not compulsory in new cars until
1970, and airbags for mass-produced
vehicles did not exist. Even the most
powerful machines were rarely fitted with
disc brakes, suspension systems were
dodgy and traction control and anti-
locking (ABS) brakes weren't available.

But safer cars can't possibly account
for the massive reduction in fatalities ata

time when more and more people have
been venturing out on the roads. Hit
another car head-on at more than 70km/h
and the human body has all but no
chance of survival, even with seatbelts
and airbags. Slide into a tree at highway
speed and you can forget about tomorrow.
Improvements in the design and
operation of vehicles have decreased your
chances of getting into a crash and
improved your odds of surviving one, but
the essential problem remains: people,
with all their human failings, remain in
charge of the vehicles. Even Mark Webber
in his multimillion-dollar racing car, with
every conceivable driving aid, couldn’t
avoid crashing in the grand prix at Albert
Park hours after he had branded Victorian
laws such a drag.

So how could the death toll in Victoria
fall from 30 people per 100,000 to 5.72 per
100,000 in 40 years, a reduction greater
than just about anywhere else in the
world?

It cannot be that Victoria's motor
vehicles and roads are better than
anywhere else. It can only have been
achieved by significant changes in driver
behaviour.

‘And because humans haven't shown
themselves all that keen to change their
behaviour voluntarily, it must be down to
those “nanny state” laws, bolstered by
campaigns, public lecturing and tough
policing.

If, in 1977, the young man of our story
had feared a speed camera that would
have blown his licence and wallet was
nestled away around the corner, or thata
police car was lurking, he may not have
lost his life, and his parents would not
have been condemned to grieve for the
remainder of their years.

Multiply this by many hundreds of
lives over the years as behaviour has
changed and Mark Webber’s views can be
treated with disdain.

Ananny state? In my family,
grandmothers are granted the highest of
status and their grandchildren call them
by a special name: “nanny”. It is a word
imbued with reverence, for a “nanny” has
spent her life caring about her family.

The boy who died all those years ago,
and whose grave sits on a hilltop with a
view of the sea, has a name, too. It is Tim.
He was my brother.

Tony Wright is national affairs editor.
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Before the development of modern techniques like
satellite navigation to locate where someone is, the
leading method for exploration across the sea was
celestial navigation. There are no landmarks in
the open ocean, but over 4000 years ago, people
worked out that they could use celestial objects (the
moon, sun, planets and stars) to calculate their own
position and find their way across great distances.
Celestial navigation aided globalisation by giving
our species the accuracy to travel farther than any
species before us. However, its purpose goes beyond
travel on sea or land. In the farthest reaches of the
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solar system, there is nothing but celestial bodies,
making celestial navigation the only practical way
to direct spacecraft there. Although the technology
has advanced, NASA and other space organisations
still rely on celestial navigation when undertaking
missions in outer space.

In celestial navigation, each of the thousands
of stars in the night sky is important because of all
the other stars. Identifying each individual star and
where itis in the sky in relation to all the other stars
helps navigators determine their path. When it
comes to stars, I think humans are the same; perhaps
our own individual identities are important because
of everyone else. Like the stars, individuality in
society can help us navigate our lives. By being
ourselves together, we are creating a blueprint for
the future we want.

It is because we are all different that we can
contribute to society and formulate something
unique to add to conversations. Otherwise, there
would be no way for new, innovative ideas to come
about or for any advancements because everyone
would be thinking and acting in the same way.

From great explorers to the very beginning of
indigenous tribes around the world, stars have always
been there to guide humanity. We shine an energy
and light when we are our most authendc selves. Like
the stars, the darker the night, the brighter we appear.
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wondering and exploring, finding a way to the people
we want to be and the world we want to inhabit.
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As metaphoric and unrealistically utopian as that
all sounds, the evidence shows us that we make the
world a better place just by being who we want to be.

Every human achievement, such as medical or
transportation advances, theories or freedoms, is the
product of a long process involving many different
individuals over centuries or millennia. One
person pursued a passion or interest, and that led
to someone else doing the same, and then someone
else, eventually leading to greater progress.

Tomorrow’s world needs passionate and
innovative people driven by curiosity and dedication
to what they do. That type of passion and dedication
can’t come from being half-hearted about our lives,
hobbies and careers, or being someone other than
the person we want to be. We need to find our
calling! How we can thrive, and who we can help.

How do we make any of this possible? It comes
back to what we discussed earlier: exploring and
reflecting, tuning in to our inner child — the things
that fascinate us and make us go ‘wow!”.

Even with the rapid advancements of digital
technology, robotics and Al there will still be a need
for thinkers and innovators. That’s the priceless and
boundless nature of creativity and individuality.

What's the takeaway from everything we’ve
discussed? We best keep learning about ourselves,
other people and the world we live in. To keep
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T watch my words like a chess player eyes the board

knowing each choice and where it may lead

T watch my words like security atairports

closely observing what passes through

T watch my words like a golfer tracks their golf ball

one never quite knows where it may land

T watch my words like seedlings on a porch

that sing in spring with the bliss of potential

T watch my words like elephants watch their young

for one must protect what they value

T watch my words like samurai guard their swords

power precedes threat sans connection

T watch my words as they look back at my reason

all is transparent when both align

T watch my words much like I do my appearance

what others see may be what I say

108
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‘Words are a window into the people from which they
are spoken
‘We are unable to take a stand from the beds that we

woke in

‘With each time we communicate, we can disrupt all
the banter
Ask yourself what you just want to say, as that may be

the answer




image7.png
5 DPEmIErS
B ir=Ecling
cehellenee




image8.svg
                                    


image9.png
14

ORI

G) L%\Oji S
CeVehinhg

\fg\
\\’>

Sl





image10.png
STATE LIBRARY

VICTORIA/




image11.svg
                                                                                      


