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Big Ideas for Young Minds
Survey Template

Instructions:
The following templates can be used to canvas your community on your chosen problem. To help you collect your data we have created two types of surveys. One uses a scale whilst the other uses a combination of a scale and an open-ended response. It is up to you which one you choose.

A note on data collection:
You may like to colour code your surveys to indicate different groups you collected data from. For example, you may highlight the title of one of your surveys yellow to show that you collected data from other students at your school. You may highlight another survey blue to show that it is data from people in your wider community or from specific groups, like a sporting club. 
This will help you categorise your data so that you can see what the differences and similarities are between different groups. This may help inform your chosen communication style for your solution.

How do I use the data I collect to inform my project? 
Data collection is like putting together a puzzle — it helps you see the big picture of your project! When you analyse the data, you might notice patterns and insights you didn’t expect. Here are some useful ways to use your data to make your project even better:
1. Go through each question in your survey and count the responses using the tally sheet provided:
a. What’s the most common answer? The least common?
b. Does this match with what you thought people would say? Or is it totally different?
c. Use this information when creating your solution.

2. Turn your data into a graph (like a bar chart or pie chart) to see the results all at once.
a. This makes it super easy to figure out what your community thinks.
b. It’s also a great way to show others why your project is important (think about your pitch!).


3. Look for differences between groups in your community:
a. Do young people and adults feel the same way about the issue?
b. Are there areas of the community where people think differently?
c. Use this information to make sure your project helps everyone.

4. Sometimes data can spark new ideas:
a. If lots of people mention the same thing, think about how you can solve that specific problem.
b. If there’s a surprising result, use it as a challenge to come up with an unexpected solution.

Steps:
1. Write your problem in the opening sentence. 
Example: If my problem was about the impact of water pollution in my community (due to rubbish entering the water catchment areas) I could write: 
This is a survey that asks you a series of questions to understand your thoughts about water pollution in our community.

2. Then, write the action and title of your community campaign. The action could be to ‘change’, ‘improve’, ‘update’, ‘create’ and so on.
Example: If my problem is directly related to water pollution in my local waterway catchment called “Happy Town Water Catchment” and I wanted to “improve” the water quality, I could write: 
Your responses will help design a community campaign to improve the water quality of the Happy Town Water Catchment.

3. Create your questions for the survey, inspired by your research. What do you want to know? What information is missing from your research? 

Tips for closed ended question creation: 

#1 Participants will answer the responses on a scale of 1 (strongly disagree) – 5 (strongly agree). Make sure your closed ended questions are specific and clear so that each person can answer them easily. 
Example:
	The water quality is good.
	Becomes
	The Happy Town Water Catchment has a low level of pollution.




#2 Make sure your questions are neutral so that people feel comfortable sharing their thoughts. 
Example:
	The Happy Town Water Catchment is treated like garbage by our council.
	            
              Becomes
	The Happy Town Water Catchment is managed well by our local council.




#3 Make sure each question only asks one thing rather than two things at the same time.
Example:
	The Happy Town Water Catchment is not managed well by our local council and so the water quality is bad.
	          



            Becomes
	The Happy Town Water Catchment is managed well by our local council.

AND

The Happy Town Water Catchment has a high level of pollution.



	
Tips for open ended question creation:
#1 Because the question is open-ended, and you can get a variety of responses make sure your question asks one thing to limit the type of response. 
Example:
	What are some things that you would do to improve the Happy Town Water Catchment?
	

Becomes
	What is one suggestion you have to improve the Happy Town Water Catchment that is achievable? 



#2 Sometimes people don’t like to add additional information and respond to an open-ended question due to time constraints. Consider making this optional as part of the survey.
	Big Ideas for Young People 
		
This is a survey that asks you a series of questions to understand your thoughts about [insert problem here] in our community.
Your responses will help design a community campaign to [insert action] [insert community name here].

Instructions:
On a scale of 1 to 5, how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?X

Please place a cross          in the relevant circle for your response.    

	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly
Agree

	
	1



	2

	3

	4

	5


	

	1. [Insert Question 1 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	

	2. [Insert Question 2 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	

	3. [Insert Question 3 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	

	4. [Insert Question 4 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	

	5. [Insert Question 5 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	
Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.
	
Big Ideas for Young People

This is a survey that asks you a series of questions to understand your thoughts about [insert problem here] in our community.
Your responses will help design a community campaign to [insert action] [insert community name here].
Instructions:
On a scale of 1 to 5, how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?X

Please place a cross          in the relevant circle for your response.    

	
	Strongly
Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly
Agree

	
	1



	2

	3

	4

	5


	

	1. [Insert Question 1 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	

	2. [Insert Question 2 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	

	3. [Insert Question 3 here]


	
	


	
	
	
	

	



To understand your perspective further on this issue please complete the question below:
	[Insert open ended question here]

	







Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.

Data Collection Analysis:
Go through all the responses for your closed ended questions and tally the responses. Consider:
a. What’s the most common answer? The least common?
b. Does this match with what you thought people would say? Or is it totally different?
c. Use this information when creating your solution.
	
	
TALLY


	Question
	1 – Strongly Disagree
	2 – Disagree
	3 - Neutral
	4 – Agree
	5 – Strongly Agree

	
1

	
	
	
	
	

	
2

	
	
	
	
	

	
3

	
	
	
	
	

	
4

	
	
	
	
	

	
5
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