
Women, Knights, Voices & Love: Orlando Furioso in Words and Music 

State Library Victoria, Conversation Quarter, August 12, 2023, 2:00 - 3:00 pm. 

Presented by Dr. Julie Robarts, Redmond Barry Fellow, State Library Victoria and University of Melbourne. 

Musicians 

Conductor and Soloist: Grace Collivet 

Melbourne Chamber Choir: Soprano: Margaret Maher, Julie Robarts. Alto: Martine Letts, Elspeth McCracken- 

Hewson, Linda Mitchell; Tenor: David Cookson, David Hines; Bass: Peter Hayes, David Hoadley, Laurance Splitter. 

Accompanist: Jane Matheson  

Programme 

Acknowledgment of country, Introduction. 

MADRIGAL: Orlando furioso, Canto I, Octave 1: “Le Donne, i cavaliere, l’arme, gli amori,” Hoste da Reggio (c.1520 – 

1569). 

Historical literary context of the Orlando furioso. 

ARIA: Angelica: “Un raggio di speme”, Vivaldi, Act 1, Orlando furioso, RV 278. (1727). 

About the programme, poem, and music. 

MADRIGAL: Orlando furioso, Canto VI, 22 “Tra le purpuree rose e i bianchi gigli (VI, 22), Benedetto Pallavicino (c.1551 

– 1601).

Translations into English, books and music. 

Reading: Orlando furioso, Canto XXIII, 125. 

MADRIGAL: Orlando furioso, Canto XXIII, 127, “These that bee certaine signes” Musica Transalpina, ed. Nicholas 

Yonge, London 1596. 

ARIA: Angelica, “Verdi piante, erbette liete, vago rio.” Orlando Handel (1733), Act II. 

MADRIGAL: Orlando furioso, Canto XXXVI, 34-35, “Dunque baciar sì belle e dolce labbia” & “Se tu m’occidi, è ben 

ragion che deggi,” Andrea Gabrieli (1532/33 - 1585). 

Closing remarks 

Book viewing 

Explore the Orlando furioso in external websites, scholarly references, and music.  

http://www.furiosoatlas.com/atlas.html 

https://edblogs.columbia.edu/eboiardo/ 

Stoppino, Eleonora. Genealogies of Fiction: Women Warriors and the Dynastic Imagination in the Orlando Furioso. 

(Fordham University Press, 2012.)  

Links to SLV online collection: 

Cavallo, Jo Ann. The World beyond Europe in the Romance Epics of Boiardo and Ariosto. (University of Toronto Press, 

2013.) 

Javitch, Daniel. Proclaiming a Classic: The Canonization of Orlando Furioso. (Princeton University Press, 1991.)  

Zampese, Cristina, ed. Di donne e cavallier : Intorno al primo Furioso. Milano: Ledizioni, 2020.  

Vocal Ensemble Music (Renaissance) - (Orlando Furioso) (La Compagnia del Madrigale), Naxos: 2018 

Background: Ariosto, Orlando furioso, trans. Harrington. (London, 1643.) RAREEMM 242/5. 
This project is the outcome of the Redmond Barry Fellowship, supported by the University of Melbourne and State 
Library Victoria. 
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