	
	
	




Big Ideas for Young Minds
Note-taking Templates
		
Instructions:
Researching can be tricky, especially with so many places to find information! Once you've found a resource you want to use, how do you figure out the main points? How do you note the important bits you'll need later?
To help you out, we’ve made some handy note-taking templates you might want to use for your project. Your teacher may also have some templates they recommend. Each template has its pros and cons, so pick the one that feels ‘right’ for you or one that is recommended by your teacher.

· Style 1: Cornell Note-Taking Style
· This one’s great if you’re focusing on a single source. It gives you questions to guide your reading. When you find an answer, just pop it into the section made for it. 

· Style 2: Mind Mapping
· If you like to see the ‘big picture’ and connect ideas, this style is for you! It works for combining information from all your sources. 
· The tricky part? Remembering where you got everything from! That’s why we’ve included a bibliography page. Number and color-code your info so you can easily track back to your sources if you need to.

· Style 3: Key Ideas
· Reading a long source can feel overwhelming, right? This template helps you zoom in on the key ideas by focusing on important quotes.
· Here’s a trick: ask yourself, if this quote were taken out, would the source still make sense? If the answer is no, you’ve found a key piece of information! If yes, it’s probably supporting information that may not help target your research.
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Ultimately, the goal is to make your research easier and more organised so select whichever one works the best for you!
	
	
	



The following information is from: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
	Inquiry Questions
	Notes

	
How does this source define the problem?

How does this source explain why the problem exists?

How does this source explain why the problem hasn’t be solved?

According to the source, who is affected by this problem?

According to the source, what solutions have been considered?





	

	Summary:




	




	
	
	




	
	
	



 Sources have defined the problem in the following ways:










My problem is…




Why: Why does this problem exist?

Audience: Who is affected by this problem?




What do these people need or want?

Challenges: Why hasn’t the problem been solved?
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Key Quotes: Write the quotes that ‘stand out to you’ – if they were removed from the article, the article wouldn’t make any sense. 







Reflect:
Is this research helpful for my project? If yes, why? 



If not, why not – what search terms or ideas do I need to include to narrow down my research?
Key Notes: Summarise and contextualise the quotes you have included in the first section to connect how this research relates to your problem.
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