
MIRROR: New views on photography 

An exhibition of photographs from the 
State Library Victoria Collection, 

with responses by Victorian storytellers
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MIRROR: New views on photography is an exhibition of words  
and pictures at State Library Victoria. 141 photographs from the 
State Library Victoria Collection are responded to through the work 
of storytellers from Victoria.    

Dating from 1950 to today, the photographs were taken by 
artists, documentarians and photojournalists. Some are born-digital, 
while others were made for record keeping or for books, gallery 
walls or newspapers. 

The photographs are interpreted through the theme of ‘mirror’ 
by novelists, essayists, spoken word artists, non-fiction writers, 
activists, songwriters and poets. In this exhibition mirrors can be 
objects on bathroom walls, a screen in a photo booth, the 
reflection of the sky on a body of water, 2 identical children, an 
imitation or a copy. Mirrors are also referenced through their 
symbolism: they reveal other ways of seeing, and even the idea of 
photography itself.  

The storytellers’ responses have been woven into films for 
projection. Alice Skye has arranged lyrics; Leah Jing McIntosh has 

composed a short essay; Jason Tamiru has performed an audio-
visual journey; Pasifika Storytellers Collective has made songs, 
films, short texts, spoken word and prints; Prithvi Varatharajan has 
written poems; Superfluity has created a radio show; and Walter 
Kadiki has performed an Auslan poem.  

The complete set of 141 photographs can be viewed in 2 
‘cinemas’ within the gallery, along with new images documenting 
how they are stored in the collection. Collectively, the images 
convey the breadth of the Library’s photography collection. Yet they 
also reflect absence. We acknowledge that not all Victorians will 
see pictures relatable to themselves or their families or cultures. 
Not everyone in the photographs is named. The images represent 
historical institutional blind spots which are being corrected. This 
exhibition draws attention to how we grow the State Library Victoria 
Collection, and the ever-present invitation for others to tell stories 
about, around and against it. 

Jade Hadfield, Kate Rhodes, Linda Short
State Library Victoria curators
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1970 
Find in catalogue: H98.30/83
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