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no. 87, May 2011, pp. 116-35.

North’s ground plan for the chapel noted ‘The
second (2nd) stained glass window is to be
placed here [north wall of the sanctuary]. The
Rev. Brown desires design for this window ...
Mr. Montgomery’. Drawing ].3606 Sheet No. 1,
North Drawings, Private collection.

Brown vetoed Montgomery’s suggestions

for pivotal figures from English history and
literature, believing them inappropriate
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exemplars for the boys (William Montgomery,
letter to Rev Brown, 22 Jan. 1917, Letterbook
1/644, (uncatalogued), NGARC).

Sadly, World War II brought a new series of
memorial windows as the next generation
suffered loss. With only a few exceptions, the
Geelong Chapel windows were the work of
Mervyn Napier Waller and Christian Waller.
Not wishing to crowd the space, Montgomery
omitted the dragon, which Brown felt was
integral to the narrative. It was reinstated in
the final cartoon. The window was quoted at
£200, or £205 with wire guard (Montgomery
to Brown, 20 Mar. 1917, Letterbook 1/664,
NGARQ).

Details of Ronald’s service, B2455, Ronald
Kenneth McGeorge, National Archives of
Australia; James Affleck, Geelong Grammarians
of the Great War, Corio: Old Geelong
Grammarians Inc., 1999, p. 36.

Rev FE Brown, letter to William Montgomery,
4 Dec. 1917, William Montgomery Collection
(uncatalogued), SLV.

Brown, letter to Montgomery, 14 Dec. 1917,
WMC, SLV.

Details of the life of George Pollard Kay taken
from ‘Letters from Bob’, a compilation of
Kay’s war letters by his father, GA Kay, [19177],
private collection.

Church of England Messenger, vol. 46, no. 752,
13 Jul. 1917, p. 368.

Church of England Messenger, vol. 53, no. 856,

8 Jul. 1921, p. 334; vol. 53, no. 857, 22 Jul. 1921,
p- 348.

The window was ordered from William
Montgomery by St Bernard’s parish priest,

Fr Ellis.

For details of war service of the men, see

the inventory of the Lights Everlasting
project. James Johansen cited his religion as
Presbyterian on enlistment, which suggests
that the donors were more interested in
remembering all the men from their district,
not simply those of Catholic faith. A rare
World War II parallel is the 58-59 Battalion
memorial window (1957) at St Brigid’s
Catholic Church, Mordialloc.

Simulated marble was marketed under the
proprietary name Opus Sectile, an opaque,
tile-like material that could be scored, cut,
painted and fired in a similar way to glass.
Montgomery Letterbooks 4/933 (Brighton),
4/974 and 4/960 (Ballarat), NGARC.

The two windows were unveiled on Sunday

6 December 1920. Peace, honour and victory was
unveiled by Senator ‘Pompey’ Elliott and the
honour roll by Major GE Bright OBE (Argus,
6 Dec. 1920, p. 8).

The church is now in private hands, the
window in a fragile state and of considerable
concern to the owner.
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As Melbourne’s leading ‘low church’
congregation in the nineteenth and early
twentieth century, St. Columb’s selection of
the Crucifixion would have been unusual
before World War I. I am indebted to Colin
Holden for his knowledge of the Anglican
Church and its evolution in Melbourne (pers.
comm. with the author, 7 Nov. 2007).
Churchwardens, St. Columb’s, Hawthorn,
letter to William Montgomery, 17 Jul,, 1920,
accepting design at a cost of £315, WMC SLV.
Holden, pers. comm., 7 Nov. 2007.

Chauvel was in the greatest demand in rural
towns where light horsemen were most often
recruited. Later he became Australia’s first full
general.

Extracts from the Order of Service, Sunday
14 Nov. 1920. WMC SLV.

Church of England Messenger, vol. 55, no. 900,
15 Mar. 1923, pp. 143-44.

Montgomery, letter to Brown, 20 Feb. 1922,
Letterbooks 4/833, NGARC. It is the first time
Montgomery uses his title as a Lambeth DD,
which was conferred by the Archbishop of
Canterbury (The Church of England Messenger,
vol. 52, no. 842, 21 Dec. 1920, p. 610).

William Montgomery, letter to LA Adamson,
26 Jun., 1919, NGARC.

The vigil might also be read as a new
interpretation of the Agony in the garden.

The sources of many stained-glass windows
were interpretations of nineteenth-century
paintings by either Heinrich Hofmann or

E. Goodman. See B. Hughes, ‘Twentieth
century stained glass in Melbourne churches’
(MA thesis, University of Melbourne, 1997),
for a discussion on the second- and third-hand
use of paintings for stained glass.

Inglis, Sacred Places, 1998, pp. 52-55. The
Church of England Messenger printed a
photograph of the Australian ‘digger’, with
slouch hat and puttees, standing at-ease in
front of the crossed Australian flag and Union
Jack in April 1915. It became the masthead for
a regular column, ‘Work among the soldiers’
(vol. 44, no. 694, 23 Apr. 1915, p. 1708).

The hall later became the college’s Gryphon
Gallery and, for many years, the window was
boarded up. The college amalgamated with
the University of Melbourne in 1989 and

the building was renamed the 1888 Building
in recognition of the date of its erection by
the Public Works Department. Philip Goad
& George Tibbetts, Architecture on Campus:

A Guide to The University of Melbourne and its
Colleges, Carlton: MUP.,, 2003, pp. 24-25.
Originally, an honour roll made up from two
Opus Sectile tablets was placed at either side
of the window. Unusually, each name was
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identified with a small portrait of the teacher,
soldier or nurse, probably based on cartes-de-
visite taken by Algernon Drage. The tablets
were removed but remain on display in the
building.

A similar image of a ‘serviceman as saint’, with
a rising sun halo, was embroidered on an altar
frontal for St Peter’s, East Melbourne, by the
serving officer’s mother. See Holden, From
Tories at Prayer to Socialists at Mass, 1996,

p. 121.

Trainee, vol. 14, no. 5, Oct. 1920, pp. 8-9.
Trainee, vol. 14, no. 5, Oct. 1920, p. 4.

Historian Dr Anne Beggs-Sunter’s research
revealed that the window was made by
‘Fisher’, at a cost of £150. The firm was
originally set up in 1891 by artist Auguste
Fischer, but was renamed to dispel any
assumptions of German connections
(incorrect, as he was of English and French
parentage). By 1920 Brooks, Robinson & Co.
owned the business.

The chapel was first mooted in July 1920

and plans were drawn up by architects
Klingender and Alsop two months later. Funds
accumulated swiftly, allowing the chapel to
be consecrated by November 1923 (Church of
England Messenger, vol. 52, no. 830, 9 Jul. 1920,
p- 330; vol. 52, no. 835, p. 442; vol. 55, no. 917,

8 Nov. 1923, p. 638).

Argus, 22 Oct. 1923, p. 9.

A third window, St Martin, was planned. It was
made and installed by Brooks Robinson & Co.
in 1929, after Montgomery’s death.

Prices ranged from facsimiles in oils, framed,
28” x 207 (71 x 50 cm) £1.11.6, photogravure
(selected copies signed by the artist) unframed,
22” x 157 (56 x 38 cm) £1.1.0 to colour prints
10”x 7 1/2” (25 x 19 cm) mounted but
unframed for 1/-. Graphic, vol. XCIII, no. 2406,
8 Jan. 1916.

Graphic, vol. 92, no. 2380, 10 Jul. 1915.

Ecclesia, Jan. 1916, quoted in Holden, From
Tories at Prayer ro Socialists at Mass, 1996,

p. 112; Advocate, vol. 48, no. 2276, 6 May 1916,
p. 14

Presented to the church by parishioners, Mr
and Mrs WH Harbour and family. A faculty
was granted by the Archbishop for its erection
in the church (Church of England Messenger,
vol. 53, no. 846, 18 Feb. 1921, p. 85).

English stained-glass artists made adjustments
to the original too, for instance, a kilted
soldier, with bagpipes at St Nicholas’ Church,
Wallsey in Cheshire and several additional
angels at St Clements’ Church, Terrington,
Norfolk.

Graphic,vol. 92, no. 2401, 4 Dec., 1915.

Inglis, Sacred Places, 1998, p. 131.
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