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This issue celebrates arts and 
popular culture, from the 
Australian premiere in 1926 of 
Gustav Holst’s opera Savitri, 
to the 1966 Australian tour by 
stars of the British soap opera 
Coronation Street; and from 
the career of interior designer 
of the mansion Labassa, Peter 
Hansen, to the story behind 
the ‘State of Victoria’ gown 
designed for Victoria’s centenary 
celebrations of 1934–35. It takes 

us from local commemorations 
of the poet Adam Lindsay 
Gordon, to the educative role of 
photography and illustration in 
two 19th-century publications 
documenting ancient sites in 
Egypt and Syria. And from the 
pre-World War I courtship 
of left-wing activists Maurice 
Blackburn and Doris Hordern, 
to an account of two Melbourne 
countercultural bookshops 
established in the 1970s.

RRP $29.95



BECOME A DONOR
Every donation assists the Library in 
delivering much needed services and in 
helping to preserve Victoria’s heritage for 
future generations. All donations over $2  
are tax-deductible. 

Donations to State Library Victoria (ABN 
73 190 237 854) can be made:

Online: go to slv.vic.gov.au/get-involved/
make-donation

By EFT/bank transfer: made to ‘Library 
Board of Victoria’ 
BSB 013-160, ACC 46-623-6138

By cheque: made payable to ‘Library Board 
of Victoria’

MAKE A BEQUEST
One of the most meaningful ways you  
can ensure that State Library Victoria 
continues to thrive is to leave a bequest. 
Those who make a bequest to the Library 
are invited to join the Redmond Barry 
Society, which was established to recognise 

the generosity and support of Library 
benefactors. Members receive invitations  
to exhibition openings, collection viewings 
and exclusive functions throughout  
the year.

To leave a lasting legacy through a bequest, 
please contact Nicola Chanen, Director 
Development, on (03) 8664 7488.

BECOME A CORPORATE MEMBER
Become part of a dynamic corporate 
membership network and connect with 
a diverse group of organisations while 
supporting one of Australia’s most 
established and prestigious cultural 
institutions.

Our corporate members enjoy special  
rates for the Library’s grand event spaces, 
along with invitations to exclusive events.

To become a Corporate Member please 
contact Elisabeth Kerdelhué, Partnerships 
Manager, on (03) 8664 7591 or visit  
slv.vic.gov.au/get-involved/join-our-
corporate-membership-program

Norfolk kaka (detail), by John Gould & Elizabeth Gould, from John Gould, The Birds of 
Australia, and the Adjacent Islands, London: J Gould, 1837–38, RARELTEF 598.2994 G73
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THE LA TROBE JOURNAL 

is published by State Library 
Victoria twice yearly, in March and 
September.

Editor: John Arnold  
john.arnold@monash.edu

Managing editor: Margot Jones, 
Publishing Project Manager, State 
Library Victoria 
Copy editor: Penny Mansley 
Design by Pfisterer + Freeman 
Layout by Mark Brewster 
Printed by Printgraphics, Victoria, 
Australia

Editorial address: 
Editor, The La Trobe Journal 
State Library Victoria 
328 Swanston Street  
Melbourne, Victoria 3000, Australia

Contributions are invited on 
scholarly topics and are subject to 
refereeing. 

Opinions expressed in the La Trobe 
Journal are those of the individual 
contributors and no responsibility is 
accepted for them by State Library 
Victoria.

Copyright of material published in 
the La Trobe Journal is vested in the 
author.

Friends and Corporate Members  
of State Library Victoria receive  
the La Trobe Journal free as part  
of their membership. 
slv.vic.gov.au/get-involved

Copies of the journal may be 
purchased from Readings at the 
State Library and other selected 
bookshops, and it is free online. 
slv.vic.gov.au/about-us/our-
publications

Back issues can be viewed online 
through the State Library website.  
slv.vic.gov.au/about-us/our-
publications/la-trobe-journal 
For issues up to 2011 go to: 
latrobejournal.slv.vic.gov.au/
latrobejournal/index.html

Unless otherwise acknowledged, 
all illustrations are works from the 
collections of State Library Victoria 
and the images have been digitised by 
the Library’s imaging studio. 

Every attempt has been made to 
locate copyright holders and to 
seek relevant permissions. If any 
omissions or errors are detected, the 
Library invites advice from relevant 
parties to ensure that appropriate 
acknowledgments can be made.

Learn more at slv.vic.gov.au 

Above left: Coronation Street stars 
Pat Phoenix, Arthur Leslie, and 
Doris Speed chat to TV host Philip 
Brady on the bar set of GTV-9’s In 
Melbourne Tonight, 24 March 1966 
(detail). Photograph by Barrie Bell. 
Reproduced courtesy of Philip Brady  

Above right: Pageant of Nations, 
Town Hall, Melbourne, 22 October 
or 19 or 20 November 1934. Pictures 
Collection, H18047 (detail)

Front cover: Louise BM Dyer, 
compiler, The Lyrebird Press Catalogue, 
Paris: Éditions de l’Oiseau-Lyre, 1936, 
front cover (detail). AF 016.78 L99

Inside front cover: The ceiling 
in Labassa’s downstairs hallway, 
depicting mythical beasts, arabesques 
and other classical motifs, and a 
female face in each corner (detail).  
Photograph by Anthony Basheer. 
Reproduced courtesy of the National 
Trust of Australia (Victoria)

Back cover: The trompe l’oeil ceiling 
above Labassa’s main stair-hall 
(detail) was painted in 1890. Such 
decoration is rare in Australia and 
is of great national significance. 
Photograph by Christopher 
Groenhout. Reproduced courtesy 
of the National Trust of Australia 
(Victoria)
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