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I am going to the Handmade Universe exhibition at State Library Victoria.

State Library Victoria is a public library in Melbourne. People go to the state library to study and read books. Sometimes St ate

Library Victoria also holds events and exhibitions.

Handmade Universe is an exhibition that is currently on at State Library Victoria. It focuses on things that people have made and 

discovered.
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It doesn’t cost any money to go to Handmade Universe and I don’t need a ticket.

To get to the exhibition, I will need to go to the front entrance of State Library Victoria on Swanston Street.

There will be security at the entrance. They are there to make sure people are being safe. I can walk past them into the libr ary.



4

When I enter the library, there will be an information desk in front of me. There will also be a cafe to my left. I can have food and 

drink in this area, but not anywhere else in the library. I am allowed to bring a water bottle into the library.

If I need help, I can ask staff members at the information desk.
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I will need to walk straight ahead from the entrance into the information centre. This is a big room with lots of computers. This 

room might echo. I will need to keep walking straight until I get to some stairs and a lift at the back of the information centre.

To get to Handmade Universe, I will need to go up these stairs. I can also take the lift up one floor. Then, I will need to walk left 

into the North Rotunda. This is where the Handmade Universe exhibition starts.
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When I walk into the North Rotunda, I will see the first exhibit from Handmade Universe. There will be art on the walls that I can 

look at but not touch. I can also read information about the exhibition on the walls and on stands. When I am done I can walk 

through the doors to the right into the rest of the exhibition.
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Some exhibits in Handmade Universe are very old and are kept behind glass to keep them safe. Some of the exhibits are new and

are not behind glass. I can look at these exhibits, but not touch them.

There are some parts of the exhibition that I can touch. There will be tablets that I can use, and books that I can read. One of the 

exhibits is a knitted star map and a knitting machine. There will be a piece of knitted material hanging from a pink label next to the 

knitting machine. I can touch this piece of material, but not the star map or the machine.
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One of the other exhibits is a big fabric mural on the walls. I can look at this mural but not touch it. There are emergency 

exits behind the mural. If there is an emergency, I am allowed to touch the mural to get to the emergency exits. There will also be 

some cards on a shelf next to the mural that I can pick up and read.
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There will be information on the walls about the exhibition. There will also be QR codes next to the information that I can s can

using my phone. These QR codes will show me an accessible version of the information.

Some exhibits will have pink labels on them. I can read these to find out short facts about the exhibits.
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Some of the exhibits are about Aboriginal knowledge and cultures. This knowledge is sacred to many Aboriginal cultures. I wil l 

need to be respectful when I am looking at these exhibits.
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There will be a big blue couch in the exhibition. There will also be tablets next to the couch playing videos about how the e xhibits 

were made. I can sit on the couch and watch these videos. I can also climb on the couch, or lie on the couch if I want to.
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One of the exhibits is a knitted star map. There will be a tablet next to the exhibit that I can use. I can click on constell ations of 

stars on the tablet to learn about them. The constellations that I click on will light up on the knitted star map. I can also draw on 

the tablet, and the star map will light up in the shape of what I drew. I might need to wait my turn to use the tablet if it is busy.
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There is another exhibit behind the knitted star map exhibit. The walls and floor of this exhibit are black. It is a dark spa ce with 

some light coming in from the rest of the exhibition. There will be some quiet sounds playing. There will also be an animated video 

of flowers that I can watch.
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There is another set of doors behind the knitted star map exhibit. If I turn left after going through these doors, there are some 

toilets. There is a toilet for men, a toilet for women, and a unisex toilet that is also for people with disabilities. There are hand 

dryers in the toilets which can be loud.
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To leave the exhibition, I will need to go back to the front set of doors that I used to enter the exhibition. I will need to press a 

green button to open them. Then I will need to walk into the room to my left. There will be stairs and a lift to my right. I can either 

take the lift down one floor, or walk down the stairs.

I will then need to walk straight ahead through the information centre. If I keep walking straight ahead, I will get back to the 

entrance to State Library Victoria. I can then leave the library using the doors straight ahead of me.
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I had a great time at the Handmade Universe exhibition!
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