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State Library Victoria acknowledges 
the traditional lands of all the Victorian 
Aboriginal clans, and their cultural practices 
and knowledge systems.

We recognise that our collections hold 
traditional cultural knowledge belonging 
to Indigenous communities in Victoria 
and around the country. We support 
communities to protect the integrity of this 
information, gathered from their Ancestors 
in the colonial period.

We pay our respects to their Elders, past 
and present, who have handed down these 
systems of practice to each new generation 
for millennia.
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Welcome
For 165 years State Library Victoria has given 
Victorians ideas, information and inspiration 
to enrich their lives. 

Victoria’s State Library is Australia’s oldest 
free public library and one of the most 
visited in the world. Its collection is a treasure 
trove of more than 5 million items, many rare 
or unique, and among them are some of 
the nation’s most iconic objects. 

Over many years, donors have played a 
critical role in building and caring for the 
Library’s priceless collection and have 
helped to deliver outstanding services and 
programs that redefine what a library can 
be. Thanks to this long history of private 
patronage, State Library Victoria has 
become one of the world’s great libraries.

In this report you will discover some of the 
work our wonderful donors have enabled 
and hear why they choose to support the 
Library. 

These past two years have been difficult 
for many. The pandemic and its effects 
will likely be felt for years to come. The 
power of a free public library in supporting 
people to find their own path, to seek 
out new opportunities and ideas, has 
never been more important. Now, after 
a major redevelopment of our buildings 
and transformation of our services, the 
Library is better equipped to provide these 
opportunities for all people at every stage 
of life. We hope that you may be able to 
support us as we support them.

Thank you, 

Sarah Slade
Acting CEO, State Library Victoria

Sarah Slade
Acting CEO, State Library Victoria
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2020–21donations at a glance
2020–21 Types of donations

Breakdown of directed donations

19%

APPEALS

62%

ACQUISIT ION, 
CONSERVATION 
AND DIGIT ISATION

19%

EDUCATION, 
PROGRAMS 

AND EXHIBIT IONS

36%

GENERAL

64%

DIRECTED

6%
EDUCATION – 
TEEN WRIT ING 
BOOTCAMPS 

10%
PAINTING 

CONSERVATION

9%
DR BEVERLEY WOOD 

COLLECTION

11%
RARE BOOKS 
ACQUISIT ION

43%
REGIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
20214%

ACQUISIT ION OF 
BARRY JONES 
AUTOGRAPH 
COLLECTION

2%
CONSERVATION, 

PRESERVATION AND 
DIGIT ISATION

10%
WOMEN WRITERS 

FUND2%
PROGRAMS AND 

FELLOWSHIPS

3%
TOMMY MCRAE 
CONSERVATION
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Acquisitions

Donations made over many 
years have helped the 
Library build one of Australia’s 
finest rare book collections. 
As a beneficiary of the 
extraordinary Felton and 
John Emmerson bequests, 
the Library holds outstanding 
collections of medieval 
illuminated manuscripts and 
one of the world’s largest 
collections of books from the 
early modern era. 

From stunning artists books to works of 
antiquity, the Rare Books collection of State 
Library Victoria is a national treasure and 
reflection of our donors’ desire to share the 
world’s best with all Victorians. 

William Sanderson, A compleat history of the life and raigne of King 
Charles: from his cradle to his grave, London, Humphrey Moseley, 
Richard Tomlins and George Sawbridge, 1658

Purchased for the John Emmerson Collection in 2021 with funds from 
the John Emmerson bequest

 A complete set of first editions of the novels of South African author 
Damon Galgut, winner of the 2021 Booker Prize, generously donated 
by Graham and Anita Anderson
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Donor, Jan McDonald

Jan McDonald is a rare books librarian who 
worked for many years with State Library 
Victoria’s Rare Books collection. When 
Jan retired in 2019, she left the Library a 
substantial gift to enable the purchase of an 
extraordinary rare book, Johannes de Sacro 
Bosco’s Sphaera mundi, Venice, 1488. 

Sphaera mundi is a significant medieval 
astronomical text, based on the works of 
Ptolemy and his Arabic commentators. It is 
considered one of the most influential works 
of pre-Copernican astronomy in Europe and 
among the earliest examples of European 
colour printing. 

Jan’s generous donation reflects her long-
term interest in astronomy and science. 
Jan originally studied engineering at the 
University of Melbourne at a time when very 
few women had done so. She was the only 
woman in her class of some 260 students. 

The Library acknowledges and thanks Jan 
McDonald for this truly spectacular donation 
to its Rare Books collection.

‘Sacro Bosco’s Sphaera 
mundi, probably written 
about 1230, was one of the 
most influential European 
works on astronomy in the 
period from the 13th to the 
16th centuries. The purchase 
of a splendid printed edition 
of this work from 1488 
complements and extends 
State Library Victoria’s 
outstanding collection of 
works crucial to the history 
of astronomy.’ 
Jan McDonald

Johannes de Sacro Bosco, Sphaera mundi, Venice, 1488

Donated by Jan McDonald in 2021
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Donor, Christine Bell

Donors Chris Arnold, AM 
and Margot Costanzo

Christine Bell, also a former employee of 
State Library Victoria, is a great supporter 
of the Rare Books collection. In 2020 
she donated to assist in the acquisition 
of Requiem, by Anna Akhmatova and 
translated by Sasha Soldatow (RARELTEF 
702.81 AK46R). This deluxe artist book from 
Polar Bear Press is an illustrated edition of 
one of the most significant Russian poets 
of the 20th century. It features 29 original 
linocuts by Australian artist GW Bot and was 
produced in an edition of just 10 copies.

2021 marked the 700th anniversary of the 
death of Italian poet Dante Alighieri, a 
moment that Chris Arnold and Margot 
Costanzo wanted to help celebrate. They 
donated to the Library to enable the 
purchase of one of only 10 copies of Inferno, 
the divine comedy of Dante Alighieri: a 
verse translation by Tom Phillips with images 
& commentary (RARESEF 702.81 D235IP). 
This extraordinary edition was exhibited in 
a special Dante display that Margot also 
championed and supported through her 
work with 3MBS Fine Music Melbourne.

‘This is such a truly 
wonderful acquisition for 
our Rare Books collection 
and it would not have 
been possible without 
Christine Bell’s support.‘ 
Des Cowley
Principal Librarian History of the Book and 
Arts, State Library Victoria

‘We’re delighted to help 
support State Library 
Victoria and celebrate this 
important international 
milestone.’
Chris Arnold and Margot Costanzo

Requiem, Anna Akhmatova, illustrated by GW Bot, Sydney, Polar Bear Press, 2020  

Rare Books collection
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‘At the midpoint 
on the journey of 
life, I found myself 
in a dark forest – 
for the clear path 
was lost.’
Dante Alighieri
Inferno

Tom Phillips, canto 10 from Inferno, London, Talfourd Press, 
1983, State Library Victoria, © Tom Phillips/DACS. Copyright 
Agency, 2021

Tom Phillips, frontispiece and title page for Inferno, London, 
Talfourd Press, 1983, State Library Victoria, © Tom Phillips/
DACS. Copyright Agency, 2021

Tom Phillips, canto 4 from Inferno, London, Talfourd Press, 
1983, State Library Victoria, © Tom Phillips/DACS. Copyright 
Agency, 2021

Tom Phillips, canto 10 from Inferno, London, Talfourd Press, 
1983, State Library Victoria, © Tom Phillips/DACS. Copyright 
Agency, 2021

‘Phillips’ version 
of the Inferno 
has rightly been 
called one of the 
most important 
artist books of the 
20th century.’  
Des Cowley
Principal Librarian History 
of the Book and Arts, State 
Library Victoria



10

Building the State 
Collection
The State Library collection holds Victoria’s rich 
documentary heritage. From large events to 
small, stories real and imagined, our ambitions, 
endeavours, trials and our many identities and 
histories are all collected within this archival record.

A collection of this scale relies on donations of both 
material and funds to make it as complete as it can be.  
As our story is forever evolving, so the collection must grow. 

The Women Writers Fund
Donors Krystyna Campbell-Pretty, AM  
and Helen Sykes

Historically, women writers from the 19th and 
20th centuries are far less well represented 
than men in our collection. We are 
addressing this deficit through the creation 
of the Women Writers Fund. 

The acquisition of works such as Mary 
Wollstonecraft Shelley’s A vindication of the 
rights of woman, vol. 1, 3rd edn, 1796 (RARES 
305.4 W83V), and a first edition of Simone de 
Beauvoir’s Le deuxiéme sexe, 1949 (RARES 
305.4 B38D) have started to redress this 
imbalance. The Library is also developing 
its collections of early 20th-century female 
modernist writers such as Virginia Woolf, 
Gertrude Stein, Hilda Doolittle, Bryher and 
other significant women writers from across 
the world.

The Women Writers Fund will help the Library 
to fill gaps in the collection of early feminist 
writing and allow us to acquire works that 
have been unattainable due to budget 
limitations. Donations made to the fund 
ensure the Library can build its collection 
of 19th- and 20th-century female writers 
and become an important resource for 

all Library users seeking to learn about the 
impact of women’s writing in this era and on 
contemporary society today. 

We are grateful for the generous donations 
made to the Women Writers Fund by 
Krystyna Campbell-Pretty and Helen Sykes. 
Their generosity has already enabled the 
Library to make significant purchases such as 
the first illustrated edition of Frankenstein by 
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley, 1832, and first 
editions of: The confederate chieftans: a tale 
of the Irish Rebellion of 1641 by Mrs J (Mary 
Anne) Sadlier (RARES 813.4 SA157C); Letters 
of Gertrude Bell of Arabia, edited by Lady 
Bell, 1927; A room of one’s own by Virginia 
Woolf, 1929 (RARES 823.912 W883R); and 
The mandarins by Simone de Beauvoir, 1956 
(RARES 843.91 B38M).

We are also grateful to Krystyna Campbell-
Pretty for donating a bound volume of Votes 
for women 1907–08, the official newspaper 
of the Women’s Social and Political Union, 
the leading UK suffragette organisation 
of the period. This important suffragette 
newspaper strengthens the Library’s holdings 
of material relating to women’s rights in the 
early part of the 20th century, such as Vida 
Goldstein’s The woman voter, published in 
Melbourne in the same period.

‘While women have 
theoretically had equal 
rights for a very long 
time now, over 100 
years, they haven’t 
always been recognised 
retrospectively.’
Krystyna Campbell-Pretty, AM

(L to R) Helen Sykes and Krystyna Campbell-Pretty, AM
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The White Shoe Collection
Donors Peter Griffin, AM and Terry Swann

The White Shoe Collection is an outstanding 
record of life and business in Melbourne in 
the early to mid-20th century. It documents 
the business concerns of Richard Henry 
White who, with successive family members, 
established the White Shoe business in 
Melbourne, which grew rapidly from the 
1920s to the 1940s. 

The collection is particularly notable for 
photograph albums that record in detail 
factory conditions, the largely female 
workforce, management, the sewing and 
stitching rooms, and staff social events such 
as picnics. The photographs also record 
metropolitan and regional staff and the 
company’s business outlets in multiple towns 
around Victoria. 

The White Shoe Collection is a fine record 
of an essential and very successful 20th-
century local business. We thank Peter Griffin, 
a direct descendent of Richard Henry White, 
and Peter’s wife Terry Swann, for donating 
the collection and supporting the gift with a 
generous donation for housing, describing 
and digitising the collection.

Images from The White Shoe Collection donated by Peter Griffin and Terry Swann
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The Dr Beverley Wood Collection

Our relationship with the production and 
consumption of food is a fundamental 
human experience that is rich in cultural 
meaning and history. 

Dr Beverley Wood is helping to build the 
Library’s collection by donating a very 
significant collection of work that chronicles 
events in the development of food, cookery, 
nutrition and dietetics in Australia from pre-
history to 1988 and beyond. Dr Wood has 
also generously funded a Librarian position 
over a number of years to catalogue and 
describe her collection so that it can be 
made accessible to students and the 
general public.

Dr Wood has extensive experience in food, 
nutrition and dietetic practice and research, 
and was the first editor of the Australian 
journal of nutrition and dietetics, and editor 
of Tucker in Australia, an early book about 
Australian food habits.

‘The history of food and 
its use in the country 
of Australia began in 
the Dreamtime of the 
Indigenous peoples.  
The food supply changed 
dramatically following 
the arrival of the First 
Fleet bearing convicts 
and settlers from England, 
again during the time of 
early exploration, then 
after the First World War, 
and then dramatically 
after the Second World 
War and the influx and 
influence of immigrants,’ 
Dr Beverley Wood

Dr Beverley Wood and Des Cowley, 
Principal Librarian, History of the Book  
and Arts
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The Peter Carey papers
Purchase supported by John Wylie, AC  
and Myriam Boisbouvier-Wylie

Peter Carey is one of Australia’s most 
celebrated contemporary authors. Among 
his many awards, Carey has won the Booker 
Prize twice, the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize 
twice, and the Miles Franklin Literary Award 
three times. State Library Victoria is fortunate 
to hold a collection of Carey’s papers and 
digital content dating back to the beginning 
of his writing career. 

Thanks to a major donation from the John 
and Myriam Wylie Foundation, this year 
we were able to secure another significant 
collection of Carey’s archives. The new 
acquisition includes three linear metres 
of physical material with work on his most 
recent novels, over 55,000 emails and 9000 
digital files. 

John Wylie and Myriam Boisbouvier-Wylie 
are great supporters of the Library and 
of Australian literature, having endowed 
the creation of the Library’s new Victoria 
Gallery, and funded the creation of the 
Boisbouvier Chair of Australian Literature, 
a partnership between the University of 
Melbourne and State Library Victoria. Their 
philanthropic generosity was recognised this 
year when they received the Philanthropy 
Leadership Award at the Creative 
Partnership Awards 2021. We are enormously 
grateful for their long and ongoing support. 

‘We love the Library and 
everything it does for so 
many people in so many 
ways.’
John Wylie and Myriam Boisbouvier-Wylie

Peter Carey in 1974 at Wharf Road in Birchgrove, 
Sydney. Credit: © John Delacour

Peter Carey’s medal for his second book War Crimes, winner of the Christina Stead 
Prize for Fiction in 1980 at the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards
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Caring for the collection
For more than three years, the Marquill Foundation 
has had an extraordinary impact on the care of key 
paintings shown in the Library’s Cowen Gallery. Through 
the generosity of two donors and their passion to make 
a difference, the Library is working its way through a 
long list of paintings that require highly specialised 
conservation treatment. Each painting must be sent to 
an external conservator, which is very expensive and 
only made possible through this generous support.

Thanks to the Marquill Foundation,  
the following works have been  
lovingly restored:

• Jackson’s Creek, Sunbury, Henry Gritten, 
ca. 1867. (H2004.69)

• Constitution Hill at Sun set Van 
Diemdiemans i.e. Diemen’s Land from 
near Mrs Ransoms Publick House Jane 
June or January 29th 1840, John Glover, 
1840. (H31203)

• Old Prince’s Bridge & St. Paul’s by 
moonlight, Ludwig Becker,1857. (H287)

• Collins Street, rainy weather, Ugo Catani, 
ca, 1886. (H35210)

• Melbourne, Laurence William Wilson, 1905 
(H36538 ). Currently being treated.

The treatment of Wilson’s Melbourne was 
especially costly due to the size of the 
painting and work required for its treatment. 
We are extremely grateful to the Vera Moore 
Foundation, which matched the Marquill 
Foundation’s gift to enable this painting to 
undergo urgent conservation work.

‘Thanks to the support of 
the Marquill and Vera 
Moore foundations, these 
tremendously important 
works can now be seen 
as the artists intended 
and are safe for another 
hundred years.’
Jo Ritale
Director, Collections, State Library Victoria
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Jackson’s Creek, Sunbury, Henry Gritten, ca. 1867Collins Street, rainy weather, Ugo Catani, ca. 1886
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Supporting the 
Library’s programs 
State Library Victoria’s diverse range of programs 
inform, entertain and inspire people at every stage 
of life. The support our donors provided during 
COVID-19 meant that, even though the Library’s doors 
were closed, our programs continued. Here are two 
programs that keep minds firing and provide new 
opportunities for the future:

Teen Writing Bootcamp

State Library Victoria’s Teen Writing 
Bootcamp is a free program that provides 
budding teen writers with the opportunity 
to gain expert advice from great writers 
and tackle diverse writing styles and genres. 
The program engages teens with writing, 
literature and publishing with the aim to 
inspire, encourage and improve literary skills. 

The bootcamps launched in March, 2021, 
for 13- to 18-year-old aspiring writers. In the 
first year of the program, 24 bootcamp 
sessions were delivered to more than 300 
students from around Victoria. The program 
covered writing topics such as 
slam poetry, screen writing, science 
writing, non-fiction writing, own voices and 
contemporary fiction. Writers Sukhjit Kaur 
Khalsa, Nova Weetman, Alicia Sometimes, 
Zoya Patel, Nevo Zisin and Dr Jared Thomas 
led workshops and shared their experiences 
to inspire the next generation of writers.

This program was made possible with the 
generosity of Serp Hills Foundation 
and The JTM Foundation. 

The Teen Writing Bootcamps will return in 
2022 with an expanded program. 

‘I LOVED the workshop with Nevo; it 
was always the highlight of my week. 
It was really awesome.’
Bootcamp attendee
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StartSpace: Lisa Ring and Family 
Scholarships program

This new scholarships program provides 
early-stage business founders with the 
knowledge, skills and networks they 
need to overcome the major barriers to 
starting a business in Australia. It aims to 
support emerging entrepreneurs who can 
demonstrate the commitment and drive 
necessary for their businesses to succeed.

Generously funded by philanthropist Lisa 
Ring and her family, this is the first of a five-
year commitment valued at $300,000 and 
includes two scholarships per year. Each 
scholarship provides funding for:

• Six months’ StartSpace Loft Membership  
and administrative support

• Bespoke mentoring, coaching and 
training program based on individual 
needs

• Funding for conference and event 
attendance

• $10,000 as project seed funding to help 
budding entrepreneurs to get their 
project off the ground.  

‘Startups and small 
businesses contribute 
so much to Victoria’s 
economy and are 
essential in opening up 
new job opportunities.  
But new talent needs to be 
nurtured in order for the 
sector to continue to grow.’
Lisa Ring
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Your donations at work
Focus on country Victoria: collecting regional stories  
of courage and loss

The past two years have challenged all of 
us, especially those who live and work in 
regional Victoria. The pandemic, drought, 
mega-fires, flood and trade disputes have 
had profound impacts on people’s homes 
and livelihoods during this extraordinary time. 

The Library’s Focus on country Victoria 
campaign aimed to ensure that these stories 
were captured and added to the historic 
record for future generations. We asked for 
your support, and you gave generously. 
Now we can engage photographers and 
oral historians to begin their documentary 
work around Victoria. 

Since the end of the appeal in June, 2021, 
and with the restrictions across Victoria in 
the second half of the year, our Collections 
Team focused on creating briefs for 
photographers and oral historians.  

In January 2022, four photographers were 
commissioned to begin work covering 
areas around East Gippsland, Shepparton, 
Echuca, Murray Region, Trentham, Kyneton 
and Bendigo.

An additional four photographers are 
commissioned in March 2022 to cover areas 
around the Bellarine, Horsham, Ballarat and 
the Goldfields. We expect to collect 640 
digital images through these commissions.

The Library has held discussions with a 
number of oral historians, including Oral 
History Victoria, to support the project. 
We expect this part of the project to be 
completed from July 2022 to June 2023.

‘Time is absolutely 
of the essence. This 
needs to be a living 
and a rolling thing.’
John Rodsted
Nobel Prize–winning 
photojournalist and project 
instigator



Image: Fabiana Guerreiro
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Collection and 
Conservation Fund
Conservation and preservation of fragile materials is a little-seen  
but intrinsic part of the Library’s work. 

It is the intricate work of repairing a torn manuscript page and the 
painstaking task of fixing a rare book’s binding, the delicate hand 
stitching to repair worn fibres in an historic dress, and handmaking 
custom containers to protect priceless collection items on display. 

The Collection and Conservation Fund is helping the Library to 
undertake this important work and ensure our collections can be 
conserved and preserved into the future.

Your donations to the fund have supported the following work:

Preservation of the Vali Myers Collection

Vali Myers (1930–2003) was known as a free-
thinking Australian artist and dancer who 
lived a unique bohemian life that was true 
to herself. In Vali’s own words she was: ‘Born 
foxy, she escaped education and cultural 
conditioning, she was original, solitary and 
innocent, like a shooting star in the night 
sky’. (Diary H2018.442, p. 13)

Considered a muse to many, Myers was a 
friend of Jean Cocteau, written about by 
Tennessee Williams, praised by Salvador Dali 
and was an inspiration and friend to Patti 
Smith, Donovan, Debbie Harry and Marianne 
Faithfull. Vali established an international 
career and reputation during the 43 years 
she was living in Italy and New York.
In 2018 the Vali Myers Art Gallery Trust 
donated Vali’s archive of drawings, visual 
diaries, and personal effects to State Library 
Victoria. As well as her artworks, the archive 
includes photographs, posters, paintboxes 

and art materials, jewellery and cosmetics, 
books and videos, personal papers and her 
brass bed. This gift to State Library Victoria 
honoured her final wish to bequeath her 
life’s work to the people of Victoria.

The Collection and Preservation Fund has 
helped the Library to describe and house 
the collection and begin the digitisation 
of Myers’ visual diaries. The continuing 
preservation work will ensure this important 
and eclectic collection is safely stored so 
that it can be viewed and enjoyed for years 
to come.

Vali Myers’s Diary H2018.442
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Preservation of the JK Moir Manuscript 
Collection

Between the 1930s and 1950s, at a time 
when Australian literary authors were neither 
fashionably read nor collected, Richmond 
resident John Kinmont Moir (1893–1958) 
managed to amass one of the finest 
private libraries of Australian literature ever 
assembled.

JK Moir’s passion for collecting knew no 
bounds, and he set himself the daunting 
task of collecting one copy of every work of 
fiction, poetry and drama ever published by 
an Australian author.

In the 1930s, Moir was one of the founders 
of the Bread and Cheese Club, a group 
dedicated to the promotion of Australian 
writers. The club published some 40 books of 
poetry and actively championed Australian 
literature in the pages of its monthly 
magazine, Bohemia.

The Robert Russell Collection

The Robert Russell Collection highlights 
the important works of Melbourne’s first 
surveyor, Robert Russell (1808–1900). Russell 
was an artist, architect and surveyor whose 
mid-19th century works provide intriguing 
and invaluable insights into Melbourne’s 
formative years, a period from which very 
few images exist. The Library holds many of 
Russell’s maps, sketches, paintings and other 
papers. Currently we are treating the Robert 
Russell scrapbook, donated to the Library 
in 2018 by Russell’s great, great grandson 
Stephen Bowers. It is an album of 60 pages, 
containing 65 watercolour, graphite and ink 
drawings attached to the volume, and an 
additional 19 loose sketches. The sketchbook 
requires significant treatment, which we 
have now begun. This priority conservation 
project will be completed in 2022.

Moir collected works of literary merit but 
also books that reflected popular reading 
of the day. Crime, romance, South Sea 
adventures, bush yarns, war stories, horse-
racing stories and the popular novels of the 
New South Wales Bookstall series all found a 
place on his shelves.

Prior to his death, Moir donated to the 
Library his collection of some 12,000 
books and pamphlets, 60 boxes of literary 
manuscripts and numerous photographs 
of Australian authors, one of the largest 
single donations of books ever made in the 
Library’s history.

Preservation of the complex and large 
manuscript component of the collection 
started in 2019 and will continue as it is 
assessed, listed and described, boxed 
and rehoused so that it is stored in archival 
conditions and ready for users to access.

Robert Russell, Settlement of Melbourne from the southern side of the 
Yarra River, 1838

Robert Russell, Captain Lonsdale’s old residence, 1887 Australia
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Conservation Treatments

Conservation of the Coppin Theatre posters 

This extraordinary collection of theatrical 
posters gives a fascinating and colourful 
insight into the prolific productions of 
George Selth Coppin in 19th-century 
Melbourne. 

Between pandemic lockdowns our paper 
conservators continued treatment of more 
than 500 posters selected for digitisation. 
Treatments have ranged from simple 
surface cleaning and minor repair through 
to complex washing and stain reduction. 
The posters range in size from small play bills 
through to multi-sheet lithographic images.

Electronic collection purchases

With Library access heavily restricted over 
the pandemic period, the Library invested in 
building its electronic collections, which can 
be accessed from home. The Collection and 
Conservation Fund supported the purchase 
of more than 3100 ebooks, and 24 eresource 
collections, which include approximately 
143,586 individual books, pamphlets, videos, 
serials, pictures, manuscripts and maps.

Collection Care working on Little Jim poster from the Coppin Collection
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Treatment of Arthur Wasse portrait of William 
Montgomery (MS15414)

Paper Conservators completed the major 
treatment of this shattered portrait of William 
Montgomery, a finely rendered charcoal 
drawing that arrived in Conservation in 
numerous small pieces. The treatment 
process required special care due to the 
fragile and easily damaged charcoal 
image. The image has now been stabilised, 
repaired and mounted into a custom-made 
storage container.
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Getting to know our donors

Meg Paul

Not many people can recall their first 
experience with State Library Victoria as 
a student of the Library School, but Meg 
Paul can. Meg trained as a Librarian, 
studying for her preliminary certificate 
and registration three mornings a week. 
She later taught library technicians with a 
colleague, starting a library consulting and 
personnel placement firm. Meg’s dedication 
to the library sector saw her teach as a 
Librarian long before the internet. She would 
introduce her students to State Library 
Victoria for their research and professional 
development.

Meg served on State Library Victoria’s 
Foundation Council for nine years, where 
she helped to establish the Friends of the 
Library, a group of people dedicated 
to supporting the work of the Library, 
today known as Cultural Members. Meg 
introduced the fundraising programs ‘A seat 
in history’ and ‘Your place in history’, which 
offer donors plaques on seats and desks in 
the La Trobe Reading Room. This program is 
still available today.

In demonstration of her love of State Library 
Victoria and in her belief that gifts should be 
made while we can still see the impact, this 
year Meg donated $50,000 to State Library 
Victoria to ensure the State Collection 
remains accessible for everyone, today and 
in the future. Meg’s extraordinary gift has 
been directed to acquisition, conservation, 
and preservation programs. 

Thank you, Meg, for your long support of 
the Library and its work. Your impact will 
resonate for generations to come.

‘The Library is a wonderful 
institution worth supporting 
and I think it is more 
important to do that  
now than ever before.’
Meg Paul

Erika Mohoric

Erika Mohoric is a long-term Friend of the 
Library (now Cultural Member) and has 
donated engraved bookplates to the 
Library collection. Erika, like many of us, was 
planning a holiday before the pandemic 
but, when that became impossible, she 
donated her holiday fund to the Library. 
Thank you, Erika, for your generous and 
thoughtful support! 

Margaret Eva

Margaret Eva lives in Queensland but 
donates to State Library Victoria, supports 
the Library’s bookplate program and 
maintains a Cultural Membership. She thinks 
State Library Victoria is the best Library in 
Australia. 

Margaret is a former librarian who used the 
Library to research a book on her 
grandfather at a time when the Library still 
relied on its card catalogue system. During 
her research, Margaret found an error in 
the catalogue. She alerted the Library 
staff whose quick response saw the record 
corrected and back in its file the next day. 

Margaret would attend Library events and 
says she was always amazed that staff 
would come in on their day off or when 
they had finished their shift just to say hello 
to patrons. She believes no other library has 
such committed staff.
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Ian and Margaret McKellar

Ian and Margaret have been donors and 
Friends of the Library for over three decades.

‘I have been a user of the Library for over 
30 years. I soon realised that it is a unique 
facility for the collection and preservation of 
our heritage. When I set out to research the 
books I have published to date, the Library 
collections – publications, newspapers, 
maps and manuscripts – were all useful 
sources. I became aware all were in need 
of specialist care and required a skilled 
organisation to make them accessible. 
I became a Friend of the Library to give 
something back.

‘The frequency of my visits to the Library 
depends on what projects I am involved with 
at any particular time. It can vary between 
daily to once a month. Likewise, the area 
visited again depends on the resources I 
need. I have spent weeks working through 
microfilms of electoral rolls or old newspapers. 
The electoral rolls are extremely useful for my 
genealogical research.

‘I think my greatest 
achievement in the last 
few years has been the 
privilege of recording 
and publishing some 
World War II history while 
there are still some of the 
servicemen and women 
around to tell their stories. 
Among these are a 
History and Memories of 
Number 14 Radar Station, 
Wilsons Promontory and 
Defending the Eye of 
the Needle, A History of 
Cape Otway 1939–1945. 
The latter was published 
with a co-author, Morrie 
Fenton, a serviceman 
who served on the 
radar station that was 
established at Cape 
Otway during the Second 
World War. The book has 
recently been reprinted 
due to popular demand. 
As well we are proud 
publishers of several 
family histories.’
Ian McKellar
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Bequests
Leaving a bequest in your will is a wonderful and selfless 
way to help future generations learn and be inspired to 
great things.

We are extremely grateful to our bequestors for 
remembering the Library in their legacies.

The Dr Christopher Baker bequest

Dr Christopher Baker sadly passed away in 
2020 due to mesothelioma. Dr Baker was 
posthumously awarded a settlement and 
it was his wish that the money be used to 
honour the memory of his late partner, Kerri 
Hall, a long-standing Library staff member. 

Kerri was proud of her Mallee origins 
and had a passion for performance art, 
particularly theatre. To honour Kerri’s 
memory, the Library established the Kerri 
Hall Fellowship in performing arts, endowed 
by the estate of Dr Christopher Baker. The 
Kerri Hall Fellowship, which forms part of 
the Library’s Creative Fellowships program, 
will commence in 2023 and be available 
annually for seven years to people living in 
the Loddon Mallee region of Victoria. 

Further to funding the fellowship, Dr Baker’s 
bequest will also support the cataloguing, 
description and digitisation of the Library’s 
Theatre Programmes Collection. This 
detailed work will be conducted over a four-
year period and make discoverable over 
12,000 theatre programmes. 

Finally, the bequest will fund the production 
of a video to feature highlights of the 
Theatre Programmes Collection. The video 
will include interviews with past State Library 
Creative Fellows who were assisted by 
Kerri Hall and shed light on conservation, 
preservation and digitising of the collection. 

The Library is ever grateful to Dr Christopher 
Baker and Kerri Hall for the legacy they leave.

The Deborah Schrader bequest

Deborah Schrader passed away in 2021.  
She left a significant bequest to the Library  
to further its work for all Victorians.

The Library received this note from 
Deborah’s sister, Sally Errington, recounting 
Deborah’s love of books and libraries:

‘Deb started her working life with the 
Department of Defence in Canberra 
after graduating with an Arts degree from 
Monash University. She then did a post-
grad course in programming and worked 
on their mainframes before moving back 
to Melbourne to work with Coles in their IT 
department. Eventually, her love of books 
won out though and she returned to study 
again to complete another post-grad course 
in Librarianship and then began working with 
the MCC, cataloguing for their library. 

‘Deb was always a voracious reader and 
loved books. Even as a child, she always 
had her nose in a book. As an adult, she 
was a member of multiple libraries so that 
she could take out the maximum number 
of books to get her through the week, often 
reading up to three a day. She was also a 
collector, mainly children’s books, with a 
special interest in the Abbey Girls series.

‘Deborah was also into craftwork, including 
quilting, embroidery, crochet, calligraphy 
and bookbinding. Let’s just say that 
gardening was not her thing though and 
plants had a habit of curling up their toes 
when she was in charge of them!

‘Deb also believed in giving back to the 
community and was able to spend time 
with the Eastern Volunteers Group doing 
valuable work with their software systems 
and policies.’ 

The Library is honoured and grateful to be 
remembered in Deborah’s will.

Why I am leaving a gift to the Library

‘What a treasure trove State Library 
Victoria is! Whether it be the historical 
resources of the legal deposit scheme with 
a copy of every book published in Victoria; 
its collection of newspapers, paintings, 
documents, the poetically named 
Ephemera Collection or the  
comprehensive Chess Collection.

‘State Library Victoria has been an 
inspiration to me with my writing, an 
adventure of discovery when climbing  
the cast iron spiral staircases while working 
as a student stocktaker or accessing the 
digital world.

‘After an association of over 50 years I am 
happy to remember State Library Victoria in 
my will as a resource for future generations.’

Elizabeth Owen, poet and journalist, 
October 2021
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John Botterill, Portrait of Sir Redmond Barry, K.C.M.G., 1853
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Honouring our loved ones 
Bookplate donations

Bookplate donations are a wonderful way to 
create a lasting personal tribute to a friend 
or family member. Each bookplate is placed 
inside a specially selected book in State 
Library Victoria’s collection and preserved 
for future generations. It features a stunningly 
detailed illustration from the Library’s Rare 
Books collection, with a dedication to your 
gift recipient, or yourself. 

Funds raised through bookplate donations 
help to build the Library’s collection.

‘Josephine and I support our 
magnificent State Library Victoria 
through the living legacy of gifts 
to targeted campaigns and the 
continuing bookplate program. 
We like to see the impact of 
our contributions to the Library 
programs, services and activities.’
Robert Shanks

In memoriam

The Library provides a number of ways 
to honour, in perpetuity, loved ones and 
special people in our lives. 

Wilma Joyce Henderson (nee Greer) and 
Vernon Taylor Henderson were long-time 
members of the Friends of the Library and 
great supporters. When they passed away, 
Fiona Bruinsma and family sought to ensure 
their parents’ memories lived on, and did this 
through a gift that reflected a strong interest 
in Victorian history and family connection to 
Kyneton. The gift has enabled the digitisation 
of the Kyneton Guardian 1870 so that 
others can enjoy access to this historical 
document. 

Wilma and Vernon will also be remembered 
with a plaque in the La Trobe Reading 
Room, a place that has been a source of 
inspiration and revery for generations.

If you would like further information about how you can remember 
your loved ones with a plaque in the La Trobe Reading Room, contact 
the Philanthropy Team on (03) 8664 7589 or donations@slv.vic.gov.au
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How to support  
State Library 
Victoria

There are many ways to support State 
Library Victoria:

Leave a gift in your will and become a 
member of the Redmond Barry Society

Remember your loved ones through a 
plaque in the La Trobe Reading Room or a 
bookplate that will appear in a new book 
from the Library’s collection

Donate: 

• Online: slv.vic.gov.au/get involved/
support our programs

• Via cheque (payable to State Library 
Victoria)

• Call (03) 8664 7589 for our bank details  
or to speak to a member of the 
Philanthropy Team.
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