Early Geelong theatre program
printed on silk

Acquired 1982

Theatre programs printed on silk or satin started to appear in the 1800s, and
were gradually phased out towards the end of World War I. They were generally
produced to mark a special occasion, such as a gala opening or the presence of a
dignitary in the audience.

This program, acquired with the assistance of the Friends of the La Trobe
Library, is the earliest program printed on silk in the Library’s extensive
collection of Australian theatre programs. It is a souvenir of the second
theatrical performance held at the Albert Theatre in Corio Street, Geelong,
on 19 December 1844, marking the opening of Geelong’s first theatre.?
A notice in the Geelong Advertiser earlier that month reported that local identity
Mr Boyd had gained the necessary permission of magistrates for a series of
entertainments, and he sought the patronage of the people of Geelong and
its environs.3

The program for the evening’s entertainment is printed in black, with a
black meander pattern border, on an elongated piece of silk. A pale blue ribbon
terminating in a bow at the top of the program sits on the outermost edges of
the silk, and the whole is surrounded by a lace border.

The program comprises three parts: the farce Rendezvouz is followed by a
musical interlude of songs, with the evening finishing on a light note with the
comedy The Rifle Brigade. Full cast lists are provided, and a Mr Richards is named
as conductor of the orchestra and Mr Boyd features as both entertainer and
administrator. It would appear the two men have family support, with a Mrs
Richards and a Mrs Boyd listed among the performers.

The night’s entertainment was ‘Under the Especial Patronage of the Ladies
of Geelong’, a note included on the program that Mr Boyd possibly hoped would
indicate the ‘respectability’ of the entertainment. Respectable citizens could
purchase a box for 4/- at various Geelong businesses, while the less respectable
or less well-off could get a spot in the pit for 2/6.

KERRI HALL
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Theatre program, printed on silk bordered with lace, announcing a performance of the farce
Rendezvouz at the Albert Theatre, Corio Street, Geelong, 1844. Pictures Collection, H82.108
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