
PARTNERS

Sunnyside
Joanna Murray-Smith

Alice and Harry Haskins move
to Sunnyside, a beachside
suburb, where affluent,
educated men and women
buffer themselves against
disaffection and boredom with
big houses, swimming pools,
cocktail parties and tennis
tournaments. Their seemingly
perfect world is threatened by
the revelation of best friend
Molly’s affair with the pool-man.
SMS KEYWORD SUNNY

Three Dollars
Elliot Perlman

A brilliant portrait of a man
attempting to retain his
humanity, his family and
his sense of humour in grim
and pitiless times. Eddie is an
honest, compassionate man.
He finds himself – at the age
of 38 – with a wife, a child
and three dollars. How did
he get that way? And who
is Amanda?
SMS KEYWORD THREE

On the Beach
Nevil Shute

Following the devastation
of a nuclear world war, most
of the northern hemisphere
is annihilated. Only a few
remote pockets of the earth
remain habitable – the area
around Melbourne is one
of them. A small group of
survivors struggle to exist in
an unfamiliar landscape.
SMS KEYWORD BEACH

The Broken Shore
Peter Temple

Shattered by his last case,
homicide detective Joe Cashin
flees the city and returns to
his wet and wintry hometown.
He runs its one-man police
station while his wounds
heal and the nightmares fade.
Then a prominent local is
brutally attacked. Everything
seems to point to three young
Aboriginal men, but Cashin
is unconvinced.
SMS KEYWORD BROKEN

Everyman’s Rules
for Scientific Living
Carrie Tiffany

A depiction of the fragile
relationship between man,
science and nature. Sensual
and witty, it tells of the efforts
of a young woman and her
scientist husband to help farm-
ers in the Mallee during the
1930s. Important questions
are raised about the ecological
crisis now facing much of
contemporary Australia.
SMS KEYWORD RULES

Loaded
Christos Tsiolkas

Ari is 19, unemployed and
doesn’t want to be gay.
He is looking for something
to take him away from his
aimless existence in suburban
Melbourne. He doesn’t believe
in anyone or anything, except
the power of music. All he
wants to do is dance, take
drugs, have sex and change
the world. Powerful stuff!
SMS KEYWORD LOADED

Players
Tony Wilson

Ex-footballer Ian ‘Tickets’
Thompson is the bad-boy
darling of a top-rating tele-
vision sports show. The more
offensive he is, the more the
fans love him. But how will
a million viewers, the police
and his trigger-happy media
tycoon employer react to his
unprovoked assault on a
homeless man?
SMS KEYWORD PLAYERS

Is your favourite missing?

If your favourite novel set in
Victoria is not among our
recommended 20 novels set
close to home, then add it to
the list by voting it your all-time
favourite! (See the How to vote
and Voting Form sections of
this brochure for details.)

Cafe Scheherazade
Arnold Zable

‘In Acland Street, St Kilda,
there stands a cafe called
Scheherazade.’ So begins
this haunting meditation on
displacement and the way
the effects of war linger
in the minds of its survivors.
At once fable and history,
it takes the reader on a
journey that ranges from
Kobe to Paris, from Vilna
to Melbourne.
SMS KEYWORD CAFE

The State Library of Victoria gratefully acknowledges
the support of the following publishers: Allen & Unwin;
Duffy & Snellgrove; Harper Collins; Picador; Penguin;
Random House; Scribe; Text Publishing.
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To register your vote:

Complete the voting form overleaf
and drop it in to your local library,
or post it to:
Reading Victoria
328 Swanston Street,
Melbourne 3000;
or
SMS your vote to 0427 777 759 using
the keywords provided for each title.

We invite you to vote for your all-time
favourite novel set in Victoria. It doesn’t
have to be one of our recommended
20 novels set close to home, but if you
vote for a book that is not on our
list you’ll need to use the voting form
provided overleaf rather than SMS.

Voting closes on
Friday 26 January 2007.

The top five novels set close to home
will be announced at the Reading
Victoria closing celebration on
Thursday 22 February.
Information about Victoria’s favourite
novels will also be available on the
Reading Victoria website after this date,
at slv.vic.gov.au/readingvictoria.

Please return this voting form
by Friday 26 January 2007.

How to vote

Don’t forget to SMS your vote to 0427 777 759!

20 NOVELS 
SET CLOSE 
TO HOME
This summer, discover 
books that take you on 
a Victorian journey 

Vote for your 
all-time favourite! 
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Shadowboxing
Tony Birch

A collection of ten linked
stories about the life of
a boy growing up in 1960s
Melbourne. Shadowboxing
captures a period of decay,
turmoil and change through
innocent, unblinking eyes,
and shows vivid details of the
Fitzroy and Richmond housing
estates, Smith Street and the
Melbourne General Cemetery.
SMS KEYWORD SHADOW

True History of the
Kelly Gang
Peter Carey

Ned Kelly was the most wanted
man in the wild colony of
Victoria. In this classic outlaw
tale, he scribbles his narrative
on errant scraps of paper in
semi-literate prose as he flees
the police. To his pursuers,
Kelly is nothing but a monstrous
criminal; to his own people,
the bushranger is a hero.
SMS KEYWORD KELLY

The Art of the
Engine Driver
Steven Carroll

An exploration of the lives of
new outer-Melbourne suburbs
residents, post World War II.
Set during one hot summer’s
night, The Art of the Engine
Driver is an evocative tale of
ordinary lives in which the old
and the new, diesel and steam,
town and country, all collide.
SMS KEYWORD ENGINE

Monkey Grip
Helen Garner

In this much-discussed novel,
Helen Garner charts the lives
of a generation. Her characters
explore new ways of loving
and living – and nothing is
harder than learning to love
lightly. Nora and Javo are trap-
ped in a desperate relationship:
the harder they pull away, the
tighter the monkey grip.
SMS KEYWORD MONKEY

Cocaine Blues
Kerry Greenwood

The first classic Phryne Fisher
mystery. Phryne leaves the
tedium of late 1920s English
high society for Melbourne.
From the moment she books
into the Windsor Hotel, she is
embroiled in mystery – poisoned
wives, cocaine smuggling rings,
corrupt cops and communism.
Her adventure reaches its
steamy end in the Turkish baths
of Little Lonsdale Street.
SMS KEYWORD COCAINE

The Dressmaker
Rosalie Ham

A remarkable tale of love, hate,
and haute couture. Tilly Dunnage
returns to her hometown in
country Victoria after 20 years
away, armed with extraordinary
dressmaking skills and tea chests
full of exotic fabrics. The town’s
women are transformed by her
garments, but nothing can
change their underlying malice.
SMS KEYWORD DRESS

The Getting of Wisdom
Henry Handel Richardson

A wicked and satirical story.
Richardson’s experience living
in various towns in Victoria
during her childhood and
youth – and attending the
Presbyterian Ladies’ College
in Melbourne – was the basis
for this fine coming-of-age
novel. In a letter to Richardson,
HG Wells declared, ‘…your
little rag of a girl is a most
adorable little beast.’
SMS KEYWORD WISDOM

Power Without Glory
Frank Hardy

In the history of Australian
literature, few books have
been as controversial as this
one. This is a tale of corruption
stretching from street-corner
SP bookmaking to the most
influential men in the land –
and the terrible personal cost
of the corruption power brings.
SMS KEYWORD POWER

Of a Boy
Sonya Hartnett

It is 1977. Adrian is nine.
He lives with his Gran
and his uncle Rory. Adrian
watches his suburban world,
but there is much he can’t
understand. He does not,
for instance, know why three
neighbourhood children
might set out to buy ice cream
and never come back home.
SMS KEYWORD BOY

My Brother Jack
George Johnston

Acknowledged as one of the
true Australian classics, this
is a deeply satisfying, complex
and moving literarymasterpiece.
David and Jack Meredith grew
up in a patriotic suburban
Melbourne household during
World War I, but go on to
lead lives that could not be
more different.
SMS KEYWORD JACK

Picnic at Hanging Rock
Joan Lindsay

Valentine’s Day, 1900 –
a party of schoolgirls go
on a picnic to Hanging Rock.
Some never return. The
mystery of the disappearance
of three girls and school-
teacher at Hanging Rock has
intrigued audiences for
generations. Precise and
evocative, the eerie feeling
at the Rock on a hot summer’s
day is beautifully captured.
SMS KEYWORD PICNIC

Stiff
Shane Maloney

When was the last time a book
transported to you to Sydney
Road, Brunswick? After a body
is found in a coolroom, Murray
Whelan is called in to hose
down the simmering industrial
situation at Pacifi c Pastoral
meat works. Fast-paced and
very funny, this is a perfect
holiday read.
SMS KEYWORD STIFF

Reading Victoria recommendsRead your way around Victoria!

Journey with us
Reading Victoria is a summer reading program
initiated by the State Library of Victoria. We invite
you to discover and explore 20 novels set close to
home – our selection of contemporary and classic
novels set in Victoria. We recommend these books
for you to read, discuss and enjoy this summer.

A sense of place is one of the most important
elements in many works of fiction. Our place,
Victoria, has inspired great stories over the years.
Interesting places in the state have been written
about in some of our most loved books, many of
which are on the 20 novels set close to home list.

Have your say – Vote now!
We encourage you to share
your enthusiasm about books
by offering you a chance
to participate in our program.
Let us know which novel set
in Victoria you cherish the most.
Vote for your all-time favourite
from our list, or suggest one
of your own – by SMS, at your
local library, or by post, using
the form on this brochure.

Share your thoughts – online
We’d love to hear your views and
ideas. Visit our website at
slv.vic.gov.au/readingvictoria

contribute your opinions about
our recommended titles
discuss summer reading ideas
with other readers on the blog
find out about fantastic free
Reading Victoria events happening
across the state in public libraries
this summer
discover which books celebrities
are championing and why.

slv.vic.gov.au/readingvictoria 20 novels set close to home 
Voting Form 
I would like to vote for the following book 
as my all-time favourite – from the 20 novels 
set close to home selection. 

Title:


Author:


or I would like to suggest an addition – to the

20 novels set close to home list – and vote for

it as my all-time favourite novel set in Victoria.


Title:


Author:


We would be very grateful if you would also 
supply the following optional information 
to help with our voter profiling. 

[ ] Male [ ] Female


Age: [ ] under 16 [ ] 16-24 [ ] 25-34


[ ] 35-44 [ ] 45-54 [ ] 55-64 [ ] over 65


Where do you live?


[ ] Melbourne [ ] Regional town/city [ ] Rural


To receive information about future reading 
events and programs, please fill out your 
details below: 

Name: 

Address: 

Postcode: 

Tel: 
(mobile numbers only for SMS messages) 

Email: 

[ ] I would like to receive information about reading 
events and programs at my local library. 

[ ] I would like to receive information about reading 
events and programs at the State Library of Victoria. 
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doesn’t want to be gay.
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to take him away from his
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drugs, have sex and change
the world. Powerful stuff!
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Don’t forget to SMS your vote to 0427 777 759!

How to vote 

To register your vote:


Complete the voting form overleaf

and drop it in to your local library,

or post it to:

Reading Victoria

328 Swanston Street,

Melbourne 3000;

or 
SMS your vote to 0427 777 759 using 
the keywords provided for each title. 

We invite you to vote for your all-time 
favourite novel set in Victoria. It doesn’t 
have to be one of our recommended 
20 novels set close to home, but if you 
vote for a book that is not on our 
list you’ll need to use the voting form 
provided overleaf rather than SMS. 

Voting closes on

Friday 26 January 2007.


The top five novels set close to home 
will be announced at the Reading 
Victoria closing celebration on 
Thursday 22 February. 
Information about Victoria’s favourite 
novels will also be available on the 
Reading Victoria website after this date, 
at slv.vic.gov.au/readingvictoria. 

Please return this voting form 
by Friday 26 January 2007. 




